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Blyton Trackday with added surprise 18/09/25                   Mick Ward  
 

2     FCTDC = Frank’s Charity Track Day Club…. With money raised from 
the events supporting a number of causes over the years.  
 

Phil Hart and I were booked in for the third 
FCTDC trackday of 2025.  At the briefing I 
thought Phil hadn’t arrived with his SIMCA.  
At the end of the briefing Frank Hall the 
organiser asked for everyone to hang on a 
minute and called me forward.  Then Phil 
appeared along with Frank Breidenstein 
reƟring president of the German SIMCA 
Heckmotor club and builder and original 
owner of my ex ‘YoungƟmer Trophy’ racecar.  
Frank and his wife were in the UK for the 
Goodwood Revival.  Great to see the 
Breidensteins and swap SIMCA info etc  Frank 
enjoyed many laps of Blyton at the wheel of 
his old racer for the first Ɵme since Daniel 
Burrowes brought it to the UK some 15 years 
ago.  He also sampled Phil’s SIMCA on the 
track.  ……….  Next Blyton Trackday for us is 
on 14th November where we’ll be joined by 
Richard & Fred Troop in their Avengers.  

Frank Breidenstein and me…

Frank raced the car for many years in group 1 
and then ‘YoungƟmer Trophy’ races including 
a 500Km endurance event.  While It’s had a 
gearbox rebuild and various other jobs, the 
engine is sƟll performing well.  We used to 
see Frank and his German ‘Heckmotor’ 

friends dominaƟng the up to 1300cc races at 
the much missed Zolder ‘Classic Club Race’ 
events which were a regular visit for some of 
us with our SIMCAS unƟl 2005. 

 

Phil Hart and Frank Breidenstein

Frank Hall FCTDC organiser presenƟng Frank B 
with FCTDC mug to mark their visit. 

  
The car going up Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb at 
the Retro Rides Gathering  August 2016 when 
I’d just bought it from Dan Burrowes.  



See our website on……….     www.simcatalbotclub.org 
 

3   Let us know about your cars/projects with photos for your mag.  Ed  
 

‘Editorial….      September 2025 

This issue features the ‘70s range quite 
heavily but I’ve tried to include material 
on the earlier and later cars.  Please keep 
sending me anything you have on the 
early cars and the later Talbots.  

As can be seen on the facing page we’ve 
been quite busy recently giving our 1000 
Rallyes some ‘exercise ’ on the track.  I 
must thank Phil Hart for arranging the 
reunion of Porsche engineer Frank 
Breidenstein with his former race car.  A 
total surprise for the current owner   Me  

Clive Forder suggested at last years AGM 
that we had a club get together at 
Shelsley Walsh hillclimb’s ‘Chill on the Hill 
event’.  I took the Rallye 2 and had a 
great day speeding up the Hill.  Interest 
from our members was limited.  Running 
up the Hill is not cheap but I entered the 
September running of the same event 
recently and managed 10 runs up there.. 
great fun. …!!!  

Guy Maylam has raided his Archive for a 
MATRA arƟcle that I’ve not seen before 
this Ɵme. 

David Chapman goes back 40 years to the 
earlier days of the Club meeƟng at 
Silverston at Motor 100, 2 cars from that 
featuring on the front cover. 

Colin Hill updates us on his current 
projects …  

Clive Milner begins the story of his 
customised 1100 VF1 van that is now 
with me. He has already sent me part 2 
which I’ll include next Ɵme.  I also include 
progress on reassembling it along with a 
progress report on my VF2 pickup which 
is proving far from co-operaƟve at 
present.                                                       

I’ve included a few ‘archive’ photos from 
facebook etc and my own collecƟon. Plus 
a Michelin Tyre advert from ’76 featuring 
the Alpine.   

New member David Handley has sent in 
photos of the early stages in a full 
restoraƟon of his Samba Cabriolet.  

Not to everybody’s taste I know but I’ve 
always been into modifying things so I’ve 
done a page on some of my major engine 
etc ‘transplants’…  

Die cast models featured last Ɵme.  This 
Ɵme Facebook friend Paul Sargent has 
supplied info on a Rancho model.  Here’s 
one of my collecƟon, a rather baƩered 
Tagora. 

probably the full size is now rarer ??? 

Forthcoming events features the club 
discount code for Ɵckets for the 
November NEC Classic Motor Show, a 
reminder about our AGM and links to the 
2026 InternaƟonal SIMCA MeeƟng at 
Herve in Belgium.                                   
Mick Ward                                            
email    scukmick@aol.com             
tel.                  01246 200045                                
mobile           07713111339  

Welcoming  new members.. 

Robert Masters from Kings Lynn  Norfolk  

Will Hull from Garstang Lancashire   

Neville Tuck from Farnsfield NoƩs 



Simca Club UK - www.simcatalbotclub.org Directory          

Reformed by Bob Friendship in 1980 as the Simca Aronde Owners Register, later the Simca Owners Register 
Now also incorporating the Talbot (1979-1986) Owners’ Register 

Committee and technical advisors                                                                                                        
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0 
Membership Secretary - Daniel Husband 07904341819  (Mon -Fri 5 -8pm) but prefer contact by email  
simca.talbot.uk@gmail.com   2 Lower Garthmyl, Garthmyl, Montgomery, Powys, SY15 2RP 
 
Secretary-& Samba Advisor - David Chapman     01737 765331  
18 Cavendish Gardens, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 4AQ  (Mon-Sun 6pm to 8.30pm) 
 
Treasurer & 13/1501 Advisor - Edward Martley 01295 255173   emartley@talktalk.net    
8 Rye Close, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 1XG 
 
Auditor …. David Chapman,  See contact details above.  
  
Magazine Editor, Press Officer, Competition/Modifications Advisor - Mick Ward 01246 200045   
scukmick@aol.com 96 Newbold Back Lane, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S40 4HQ    
Associate Editors - Kevin & Lesley Ward –   for contact details see below  
 
1100/1204 & Matra Bagheera Advisor – Kevin Ward 01246 278508 (prefer contact by email on) 
kev.ward1204@btinternet.com     11 Belfit Drive, Wingerworth, Chesterfield S42 6UP  
 
MATRA cars other than Bagheera Advisor - Clive Nelson 07836 537638   clive@automatra.co.uk 
4 Maplewood Close, Larchwood, Totton, Hants SO40 8WH 
 
Chrysler 180 & 2 Litre & 1300/1500 Advisor - Stuart Wade - 01622 532057 but prefer email contact on 
V8stu@aol.com   Forge Stones, Heath Road, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, ME17 4HS    
 
Alpine/Solara/Tagora & Horizon Advisor - Colin Hill - 01473 737325/Mobile 07510180574 colihill@hotmail.com  
Ye Olde Mill Cottage, Dallinghoo Road, Bredfield, Woodbridge, IP13 6BD  
1000, Rallye & 1000/1200S Coupe Advisor - Phil Hart - 01733 242242  philhartsr3@talk21.com 10 Rectory Way, 
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Website                                                                   simcatalbotwebmaster@outlook.com       Laura.  
 
MATRA Club contacts          Editors Of MATRA magazine   ….. Kevin & Lesley Ward    see contact details above                      
4        All the above were re-elected at our 2024 AGM…….. 
                              
 
The views expressed in articles or letters in L’Aronde are not necessarily the views of the committee of Simca Club UK  No responsibility will 
be accepted for loss, damage or injury arising in the consequence of anyone acting on information contained in this publication 
 



Services, parts suppliers and Sales& Wants 
 

5   advertise your sales, wants, swaps etc in L’Aronde for free….             ED. 
 

Angel Motors…………          Dick Husband is 
now at Unit 5, Spring Gardens Industrial Estate, 
Whitland, Carmarthen, SA34 0HZ. He is working 
on reducing his huge stock of parts in light of 
rising storage costs.   He may just have that 
elusive part for your ‘club’ car. .      EMAIL…..                           
angel.motors.wales@gmail.com      07785 595221 

TALBOT…….. Exhaust systems / windscreens / 
gear change rods /driveshafts /water pumps 
/alternators / starters /service items plus many 
bits you thought you couldn’t get again, and free 
advice on these models…… Contact   COLIN HILL 
………………………… Horizon / Alpine /Solara spares 
/servicing    01473 737325 or 07510180574  
colihill@hotmail.com                     also for Talbot 
stickers  

GUY MAYLAM can supply new old stock parts for 
most SIMCA, Talbot & Chrysler models……………… 
guymaylam@aol.com  or tel. 07801 187131  

KEVIN WARD can supply parts with particular 
emphasis on MATRA-SIMCA Bagheera and 
SIMCA 1100 items. Contact him on 01246 
278508 or email  kev.ward1204@btinternet.com   

 

 

Phil Hart……….PARTS FOR SALE                                 
New SIMCA/Talbot 1294 engine blocks 
complete with pistons for either fitment 
to rear engined SIMCA 1000 or 1100/ 
Horizon etc Fwd applications.                
New SIMCA/Talbot 1294 and 1118 half 
engines, Genuine new old stock mostly 
in original packing on pallets, various 
types available.                                        
New Crankshafts, pistons etc for 
various engines.                                                                 
SIMCA 1000 lower door skins for all 
doors.  Good quality and fit..  £28 each. 
Email philhartsr3@talk21.com , or phone  
07949 440 721  Phil also has a stock of 
13/1501 parts contact him for more 
details ……. 

 

                                           



Forthcoming events 2025…..and into 2026 
 

6   Suggestions always welcome for events to get members out with cars  
 

If you are in the Derbyshire area on 
Mondays with your classic, parking is free 
for those vehicles in the market area.   , 
09.00 onwards to 4pm ish.  Enter from 
West Bars by the Portland Hotel 
(Wetherspoons) along boƩom of market 
redevelopment site turn leŌ aŌer Market 
hall and leŌ again above that to our line 
up…. More info from Mick Ward …. 
Editor.  

The UK ‘SIMCA Racing Team’ have been 
out on the track at FCTDC’s ‘Charity Track 
Days’ at Blyton Park this year.  A late 
season extra one has now been added on 
Friday 14tNovember….  Phil Hart and 
myself will be there with our SIMCAs 
along with Richard and Fred Troop with 
their Avengers.   

Lancaster Insurance Classic 
Motor Show 2025  NEC 
Birmingham… On 7 to 9th 
November see SIMCA Club on 
stand 5-780………….. See 
following page advert for 
Discount details using code 
CCCNOV5814 for club/facebook 
group members.  Guy and Stuart 
will be hosƟng and seƫng up our stand 
as usual and this year we’ll no doubt be 
celebraƟng 50 years since the launch of 
the Chrysler Alpine/SIMCA 1307/8.  

SIMCA Club UK’s AGM be held 
at our usual venue Longford 
House Beefeater Cannock on 
Saturday 25 October 5pm 
onwards. Come and let us know how 
we are doing running the club, even offer 
to help out?  

The 2026 SIMCA, MATRA 
Talbot International meeting 

  

   

Thomas Coppye has supplied these links 
for the event and accommodaƟon                           
hƩps://www.simcabelgium.be/pages-
club-pagina-s/ism-herve-2026.html     

hƩps://www.simcabelgium.be/medias/fi
les/logement-herve-2026.pdf        more to 
follow as website is added to. 

 



The BIG end of season indoor show… See SIMCA & MATRA clubs there  
 

7  ………………..  find us on stand 5-780 
 

 



Shelsley Walsh ‘Chill on the Hill’ 20/09/25                 Mick Ward 
 

8   Clive Forder would like to see this as a club get together in future  
 

AŌer the success of the earlier event MAC decided to repeat it.   
Billed as an event for road registered cars, I leŌ the YoungƟmer 
racer at home and took the Rallye 2.  Great fun all day with its 
Phil Hart built 1442 engine and a bonus was… dodgy weather 
forecast meant some didn’t  turn up and some leŌ early with 
the ominous clouds, those of us who remained got 10 runs.                                                                       
Will definitely do it again next year, maybe in the 1200S coupe?  

Here's the write up on the earlier event from Midland 
Automobile Club’s magazine.  

I 
took the Rallye 2 on the trailer behind my Suzuki Vitara, as past 
experience has taught me that any kind of compeƟƟon can 
bring up unexpected faults.  The car performed spot on with no 
issues.  The entry list for the day was really varied with a good 
sprinkling of classics to newish supercars and all in between     

Photos by Jake Owen 

 

 

 

 

 



Classic & Specialist Insurance……  
 

9  opening Mon to Fri 9am to 5pm,  tel 0121 550 2380 email   info@abbeyfieldsinsurance.co.uk  
 

 

Stuart Moore writes….. Abbeyfields Insurance are an independent, family run insurance brokers 
based at Halesowen, West Midlands.                                                                                                             
Most of us have worked for other specialist brokers and have accumulated a wealth of knowledge in    
the classic and specialist vehicle market, placing cover and in house indemnity.                                          
Our team are very knowledgeable about products and know their cars as they are true enthusiasts.  

Our ethos which is most valuable to us is excellent customer service and our policyholders have the 
benefit of their own Private Client Manager, who will handle arranging of cover, any mid-term 
adjustment and renewal.  In the event of a claim, they will also be happy to assist you through this 
process.                                                                                                                                                               
After previous experience working in a call centre environment, we firmly believe that is not the way 
to look after customers.  When you call Abbeyfields Insurance, you’ll get straight through to our 
team.  No waiting, no menu options, scripts, just simple conversation to help you get the cover you 
require.                                                                                                                                                                         
Our specialist vehicle policies are ideal for vehicles of all ages.  Below are some of the benefits you 
can expect to receive as standard                                                                                                                       
*Free agreed value for your classic and specialist vehicles    *Club membership discounts-  just 
mention you’re a club member    *Multi-vehicle policies – combine classics, daily drive, bikes and 
much more on one policy   * Private Client Manager to assist you with claims, enquiries and 
adjustments during policy term   *choice of repairer   * 90 days free European travel included as 
standard    * competitive premiums                       Abbeyfields Insurance also have a dedicated and 
experienced team who specialise in Commercial and liability products, general and high net worth 
and prestige home insurance.     They work in conjunction with our classic and multi-car team giving 
Abbeyfields an extended offering of services.                                                                 9                       



40 years ago and the early times of the club 

10   ‘Older’ members do you have Photos and memories from back then ??  
 

 



More on Motor 100 at Silverstone 1985  

Memories and photos from the early years always welcome for L’Aronde 
 

 



Members’ cars….  Andy Stubbs’ extra Alpine…..  Cars at Thoresby Show 
 

  12         Please let us see photos of your cars out and about…..    ED. 
 

Andy has acquired another Alpine, an ’81 peony red 1.5GL formerly owned by Tony Owen and more 
recently Alan Sykes…… Below £ rariƟes at a recent Thoresby Park Classic Show…..      

   

New member Neville Tuck’s recently restored Rancho, Your editor’s ’84 Talbot 1100 pickup and 
brother Kev’s late model MATRA Bagheera….    My pickup disgraced itself by conking out on the way 
home failed electric fuel pump.  Engine I’d fiƩed sƟll had mechanical one.. repiped and away again.  



1981 Talbot range and Horizon tackling the Sahara Desert the same year 
 

13  …….  Photos from SIMCA MATRA Talbot Facebook groups 
 

 

 

 



Clive Milner’s custom SIMCA van… the French Dressing saga 

[Type here] 
 

Going back to October 1976, myself and 
then girlfriend on a visit to my sister and 
family in London, my nephew menƟoned 
there was a custom car show  at 
Alexandra Palace.  A day out so all three 
of us went.  It was amazing.  The result of 
this was that my ex GPO Anglia van 
received a makeover.  It already had a 
1550 CorƟna engine and gearbox with 
shortened propshaŌ, polished, ported 
and planed head, Alexander twin 
Stromberg 150 carb conversion and went 
rather well. Its original colour had been 
the GPO olive green, but had later been 
painted in busby yellow.  AŌer the Ally 
pally trip it gained a Sunbeam Rapier 
grille- off a mid ‘60s model and was 
painted black. I was quite happy with 
that.                                                                
My cousin and uncle called in  at my 
dad’s one day and Jeff menƟoned he was 
buying a van as a runabout for his shop… 
A SIMCA van from Randerson of 
Horsforth.  They were a Rootes Group/ 
Chrysler/SIMCA dealer, and the van had 
been their parts collecƟon and 
breakdown motor unƟl replaced by a 
newer model.  All they had to do was to 
remove their leƩering and put an MOT 
on it.                                                              
Two weeks later when Jeff came back it 
was sƟll siƫng in a corner of their yard, 
untouched.  Another couple of weeks, 
they said , been busy.  By this Ɵme he 
really needed a van so he went 
elsewhere.                                                    
Fast forward some months and my Anglia 
had a mishap, no anƟ-tramp bars fiƩed, 
and one day during about of spirited 
acceleraƟon, both front spring hangers 
tore out of the chassis.  This was 
terminal, and I needed transport.              
Many Ɵmes when passing Randersons I 
had seen the van siƫng forlornly in a 

corner, so I went and asked about it.  I 
think they were glad to get rid and use 
the space.  A deal was struck an I took it 
to a friend’s house where I could work on 
it in his garage, oil and filter change etc.     
As I recall I couldn’t find anything needed 
in regard to MOT work, so, aŌer a week 
of removing their leƩering and generally 
cleaning up it went back to them and 
sailed straight through.  I was mobile 
again.  The Anglia went up my dad’s drive 
while I decided what to do.                        
The SIMCA was already in the corporate 
colours so I leŌ it that way.  There were a 
pair of spot and fog lamps on the front 
bumper, no rear fog light in those days.  I 
think it had only done thirty-something 
thousand miles when I got it.  They had 
taken it in part-exchange and decided to 
use it, all white at the Ɵme (blanc 
Tacoma) they had boƩom-halfed it in 
Chrysler Carib Blue, there is a photo of 
one on the back page of L’Aronde Vol. 44 
No.1 Jan/Feb 2024.                                         
I know that later vans had a mesh frame 
behind the seats to stop loads forward on 
braking.  I don’t know if mine ever had.  
Maybe as 1971 they didn’t do it then.  I 
do know that Randersons were 
impressed with the cleanliness when I 
took it back for test.  So began a long 
associaƟon with the company.  In 
fact,that is where I obtained my various 
Alpines over the years.                                  
In 1978 a car show was held in Horsforth 
Park.  I went along and was again biƩen 
by the custom bug.  There were customs, 
yanks, kitcars, all sorts, a FIAT 500 with 
wide wheels and large air intakes either 
side of the engine lid.  I never found out 
what was in it nor have I ever seen it 
since.  I came away with a head full of 
ideas and acquaintance with some 
people who later became            14                       



Clive Milner’s custom SIMCA van… the French Dressing saga 

[Type here] 
 

good friends when I joined the Leeds and 
District Cruisers.                                                         
Bear in mind  this was just a 2 tone van at 
the Ɵme, a useful load carrier, with part 
of the hubcaps picked out in red, a Ɵdy 
motor, but things were going to change.   
A couple had recently bought a house 
near where I worked at the Ɵme, and 
were making improvements.  The kitchen 
must have been panelled out in wall 
boarding, the type that looks like fake 
planks.  I scrounged a couple of sheets off 
them, and a joiner friend  and I cut them 
to shape as side panels for the rear and 
tailgate.  With loŌ insulaƟon behind 
them there was less road noise and, at 
the Ɵme, I thought they looked good, 
suppose it did really.  2 holes cut in them 
and speakers fiƩed, casseƩe player under 
the dash, needing somewhere to keep 
the caseƩes, I got a glovebox from a 
scrap car and threw away the liƩle 
fibreboard parcel shelf from the 
passenger side.                                    
Following the Horsforth Park car show I 
bought an airbrush, as can be seen from 
the photos taken in the winter of ’78.  I 
am not and never will be Ray Mumford, 
but I was pleased with my achievements 
at the Ɵme.  That summer a bunch of us 
had a week at some holiday flats in 
Morecambe.  By that Ɵme the van had 
the obligatory sidepipe.  On returning to 
the flats and parking up I was surprised 
to see an officer of the law coming to see 
me, with some trivial excuse or other.  I 
think he just wanted a nosey.  Anyway, he 
said the sidepipe was hot.  It would be, it 
was the exhaust!   He said that someone 
could burn their ankles on it.  My point 
was that if they were standing that close 
they were up to no good.  He said it 
needed a heat shield on it , so once back 
at home I went to Doubƞire Engineering 

who had shortened the Anglia propshaŌ 
for me.  He rolled and bracketed one out 
of aluminium.  This you can see in second 
photo.                                                                
So many vehicles at shows had names, 
therefore mine needed a name too.  
French Dressing came to mind – French 
vehicle dressed up.. why not?   The seats 
at the Ɵme were the originals, with a 
cover on the driver’s seat which made it 
look and feel like a bucket seat, an add-
on headrest completed the job.                   
A new petrol flap was obtained, and 
treated to a mini mural- the van driving 
down a road under blue skies passing 
green fields.                                                    
A mate to Greece on holiday and brought 
back a skeleton to hang from the mirror.  
Hopefully it’s sƟll there.  Same mate went 
to Russia, Luckily I didn’t get a Lada.            
At some point I was offered Alloy wheels, 
100+ Octavos, set of 5, £45, had them 
bead blasted, painted inside the spokes 
and lacquered them.  2 on in the winter 
photos.  By the way I didn’t paint the 
name on the van, I had it done by a 
signwriter I had known since a kid, that’s 
why it’s neat.                                                 
Being a French vehicle it needed further 
enhancement, sort of.  We had an elderly 
arƟst living nearby.  He agreed that with 
a plan of the bonnet he would draŌ up 
the Eiffel Tower on to tracing paper for 
me, but not actually paint it on to the 
bonnet, as he only worked in water 
colours.  I borrowed a book from the 
Library and he enlarged a picture on to 
tracing paper.  It was eventually 
transferred to the bonnet by Bob Wood, 
who did all the artwork at Len’s 
LambreƩas of Windhill, Shipley, but that 
is moving on too far.   Bob is a long-Ɵme 
friend of Mark Harriman, who used to be 
into Humbers, and outside        15         



Clive Milner’s custom SIMCA van… the French Dressing saga 

[Type here] 
 

whose home the photo was taken of my 
green and gold Alpine the night before 
his wedding (published a few issues ago).                
Another mate, Pete, with whom a pack of 
us visited Belle Vue, Manchester Custom 
Show in 1979, informed me that one of 
his neighbours had wrecked his 1978 
Alpine, as it was in the garden we went 
to see it.  No doubt about it was a write 
off and as so the idea of a transplant   
occurred when the insurance company 
sent it to a scrapyard, Dickinsons just 
over   half a mile from here.  NegoƟaƟons 
took place and I ended up the owner of a 
15000 mile 1442cc engine.  They removed 
it for me… , 

 

So we got as far as buying the engine, I 
couldn’t afford the gearbox and diff,  
assuming the driveshaŌs would. fit 
anyway.  The next couple of weeks were 
spent preparing what might be needed.. 

16                                                 

such as accelerator cable, clutch, 
exhaust twin front pipe and flexy to 
sidepipe.  I rented a workshop for a 
weekend and, with a couple of mates, 
we got stuck in.  Saturday saw the 
engine out (see photo) relevant parts 
changed over and the new one fitted.  
Sunday had it up and running… 
noticeable difference in performance. 
The bonnet didn’t shut, due I suppose 
to the extra height of the engine, but 
a bit was cut out of the ribbing and 
problem solved (had same issue with 
1442 swap in my other 1100s solved 
in same way…ED) 

    

At some time later I had a vinyl roof 
fitted, a blue one.  After that I was 
offered a boot lid spoiler off a Viva.  
This was the kind which was mainly 
flat with both ends turned down.  On 
measuring up, it was better without 
the ends, so they were cut off and 
the spoiler went off to the vinyl 
people to be covered.  When fitting I 
put a pair of accessory rear fog lights 
underneath it….    

Thanks Clive…….  story continues 
next time…..    

Meanwhile….. I’ve made some 
progress on it, fitting doors and front 
wing, had engine running.  Issues on 
my 1100 pickup keep taking me away 
from it though……..    Ed.                                          



Good to hear from Colin Hill……… 
 

17  while Colin is without Talbot projects…. Let’s hear about yours?    Ed  
 

 
 



Ron Bensley RIP    and    Matchbox Model Rancho………………..  

18     I wonder what the rarest models of cars in the range are……?? 
 

Colin Hill menƟoned the sad passing of 
Ron Bensley, a serial Tagora owner and 
the black one he sƟll owned.  Here’s a 
photo of that car I think at a Ragley Hall 
event quite some years ago…

Also a Talbot Sunbeam that he’d fiƩed 
with a PRV V6 engine on a Volvo gearbox 
I believe. 

 

Paul Sargent, facebook friend and former 
SIMCA dealer has sent me these photos 
of a Rancho model.  From a diecast 
model website ‘Matchbox’ model No.37 
from around 1983 is featured.  This one 
in yellow with clear windows and a 
yellow tailgate.  Earlier variaƟons 
apparently came in blue.  Yellow ones 
came both with and without the red 
stripe.                                                                  
It's amazing just how many different 
models of the Rancho were produced in 
various scales.  I suppose, at the Ɵme the 
concept was revoluƟonary.    Just a pity  
on the full size Rancho MATRA 
completely forgot about rustproofing the 
structure, the 1100 pickup base not 
needing any help to rust..! as I know only 

too well…………..    ED.      

   

     

 

     
 Anything on SIMCA,MATRA, Talbot 
models welcome for L’Aronde…. ED.                                                               



New member David Handley begins his Samba restoration 
 

Restoring a ‘club’ car?  Please let us know about it with photos… Ed  
 

David’s Samba Cabriolet DHA222Y so far 
with the engine to come out shortly.  A 
new roof is being made right now.  The 
car will soon be off to the bodyshop.  

 

 

Just when I was searching for Samba 
material for our mag.    Thanks David 

19

                      19           

 



Matra maintenance meeting and  club cars at Thoresby Park Show  
 

20   Your photos old and recent always welcome for L’Aronde 

On 5th October the MATRA Club revived their 
’Maintenance meeƟng’  at the venue of 
previous ones, the ‘Green Man’ on the A43 
near Silverstone. Cars turning up were mostly 
Murenas, with an Espace 3 and rare Djet.  
Our cars were invited but the only ones there 
were my Talbot 1100 pickup and former 
member Sam Burgess’ modified Horizon 
sporƟng a bike carb conversion.   It was 
suggested parts could be bought and sold 
there so I filled the pickup with Alpine, 
Samba, 180, ’01 parts surplus from job lots 
we’d bought.  Pity there were no customers 
from our club although some parts common 
with the Murenas and Bagheeras found a 
home.      A good get together at a welcoming 
pub…. So worth the trip and the pickup fresh 
from loads of work performed spot on. 

 

 

 

As I complete this issue of L’Aronde I’m aware 
that I have some material recently sent in I 
was not able to include this Ɵme.  Fear not, It 
will go into the next issue to follow soon….

At Thoresby Park Show we had 3 cars 
together, the only Talbot/MATRA cars there 
that shared parts.  All three had a 1442 cc 
engine, Bagheera’s twin carb and mid 
mounted, front structure torsion bar 
suspension.  New member Neville Tuck’s 
Rancho of course was based on the 1100  



From the launch of the original 1118cc SIMCA Rallye, the kits available to 
upgrade it for competition, engine parts, suspension, lightweight panels 
etc… 
 

21   ‘period’ adverts always welcome for future issues…………..  Ed. 
 

 



Mick’s ‘Modifieds’……   Transplants over the years by your editor 
 

22  Current transplants recreation of Honda CRX/SIMCA 1000 and SIMCA 
1000 powered Ransomes Mini crawler tractor when I find the time…!!    Ed.  

Not to everybody’s taste but I’ve always liked 
to try to make things that weren’t available 
from the factory.  It all started in the ‘70s in 
grasstrack racing.  Needed more power than 
the 1500S VW engine in the Karmann Ghia so 
fiƩed a Lotus-Ford twin cam to the VW 
gearbox via a Hewland adaptor kit. 

AŌer years of circuit racing SIMCAS where I 
had to use the original engines, I returned to 
the Tarmac ovals using a SIMCA 1100 with a 
twin weber carbed 1442engine with race cam.  
Too heavy against the smaller Fiestas, Corsas 
and Metros, I saw the rules allowed engine 
swaps from the same manufacturer.  The 
‘Poissy’ engine doesn’t fit a Samba.. it does 
with the front end of a 309 welded in..!! So in 
went the 1442 never got the 205 GƟ though . 

By the mid 00’s I’d reƟred from compeƟƟve 
racing to just doing trackdays.  One of my old 
racecars came back to me.  I needed an 
engine.  Not bound by class rules.  What 
modern engine rotates anƟ clockwise like the 
SIMCA 1000 engine?  The Honda D and B 
series…So an Ebay bargain ’89 CRX twin cam 
went into the SIMCA on carbs for simplicity.  It 
went well but the SIMCA Gearboxes are close 
to their limit as I found, crown wheel and 
pinion being the weak link.  That car was sold 
less the engine and the spare bodyshell is now 
back with me aŌer a couple of ‘dreamer’ 
owners, on the list for restoraƟon  

 

Always admired the Ɵny Abarths but not the 
prices.  The SIMCA 1000 has FIAT 850 heritage 
so bought A SEAT built 850 rehash the 133 and 
fiƩed a 1294 SIMCA engine with Rallye 3 cam 
and Honda Bike carbs, gave it steering and 
brakes to cope with late 1000 front 
suspension giving discs and rack& pinion. My 
‘FIMCA’ went well never bothered about the 
cosmeƟcs though. Sold, several owners on it 
came up on Ebay for £5K fully restored..!! 

 



SIMCA/Talbot 1100 light commercial progress here in Derbyshire 
 

23    Of course Clive’s original ‘70s build of the van earlier in this issue. 
 

My ’84 Talbot 1100 pickup has been fighƟng 
me all the way since I fiƩed a replacement 
1442 engine.  Once I’d sorted gearbox etc oil 
leaks and refiƩed everything… Ɵme to try it 
out.  Ran but very hit & miss with no power 
& leading to checking & readjusƟng almost 
everything.  Finally got it running a bit beƩer 
but struggled to get reliable Ɵckover.  Ended 
up trying various carbs and manifolds, 
eventually replacing fuel pump with an 
electric one.  Then drained fuel tank and 
replaced flexible parts on fuel line and new 
filters… a bit beƩer.  Today as I write this 
have found one of the new spark plugs I’d 
fiƩed, while appearing to be firing, the metal 
connecƟon to the plug lead was loose in the 
ceramic part.  Replaced…now starts and Ɵcks 
over Ok on the drive… yet another test run 
will tell tomorrow…..   Then hopefully I can 
get on with the cosmeƟcs aŌer over a year 
off the road. 

 

running it off small mower tank to eliminate 
blockage problems elsewhere.    

 

As for the ’71 1100 custom van.  I’d have liked 
to be further along with it but aƩenƟon to 
the pickup intervened.  I have had it running, 
iniƟally from the small mower tank in a 
previous photo.  Fired up almost straight 
away and sounds great… just as Clive said it 
would.  The 1442 engine on twin 36DCNF 
Webers from a 1204 Special should make for 
lively performance.  Next jobs involve geƫng 
it moving and stopping.  I knew it needed 
new rear wheel cylinders and shoes, all of 
which I’ve got.  The clutch pedal feels solid, 
suspect seized master cylinder which I’ve got. 
The slave cylinder looks more recent.            
Meanwhile I’ve made some progress on 
bodywork.  FiƩed O/S front wing and door.  A 
new N/S door came with it so fiƩed the  
glass, winder and all the fiƫngs and hung the 
door at which point I found a problem Kev 
had found on his ’71 1204 Special. The early 
cars had a proper outer door handle rather 
than the later irritaƟng flaps.  Obviously part 
way through producƟon of the early doors 
SIMCA moved the lock assembly down  
slightly…. This was one of those doors.  The 
lock assembly and the ‘nog’ on the pillar 
didn’t meet… A bit of cuƫng and redrilling 
door back edge and sorted.  Next jobs 
refiƫng the rear wings and   glass and lights 
in the tailgate.  

 

hmmmmhop mmmm mom  

 



From Guy Maylam’s archive.. MATRA article from short lived Sports Cars 
monthly magazine.  
 

Always looking for MATRA material for L’Aronde……………… Ed. 
 

 

2 



From Guy Maylam’s archive.. MATRA article from short lived Sports Cars 
monthly magazine.  
 

Always looking for MATRA material for L’Aronde……………… Ed. 
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From Guy Maylam’s archive.. MATRA article from short lived Sports Cars 
monthly magazine.  
 

Always looking for MATRA material for L’Aronde……………… Ed. 
 

26 



Samba photos, members’ cars past & present and press photos 
 

Samba owners… let’s see and hear about your cars      ED.              27               
 

Samba rallyes etc mainly cars owned by 
David Hart in the past, the cabriolet I think is 
owned by Terry CurƟs…. I’m always looking 
for Samba material for L’Aronde…….  Ed.  
Press photos from David Chapman… 

 

 

 

 

 



Michelin ad from back cover of ‘Cars & Car Conversions’ October 1976 
 

Remember our website on  www.simcatalbotclub.org                  28  
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