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At the recent Classic Motor Show at the NEC, Julian Pearson’s 3 door 1100 and Paul Anderson’s 1501
Special Estate, accompanying Guy & Stuart’s 1500 Estate and Andrew Lunt’s MATRA Murena 2.2

SIMCA Chrysler MATRA Talbot



SIMCA & MATRA at NEC Classic Motor Show .November 2023

Guy Maylam & Stuart Wade’s 1500 Estate...

Andrew Lunt’s Talbot-MATRA Murena 2.2
completed the SIMCA Club display..

Early and later model Estates together..... e

2 More on the NEC show on pages 12 & 13

The features of these SIMCA estates so many
people remember, the glass that winds down
into the tailgate and the rear load floor that

doubles up as a picnic table

MATRA Club stand..............



See our website on....

Editorial..November-December ‘23

As can be seen from the front cover and
opposite page, for many of us the Classic
Motor Show at Birmingham’s NEC was a
good way to round off the season.
Further photos and a report appear in this
issue.

Our Club AGM saw a good turnout out of
members considering weather conditions
around the country. A report is included
along with my own Editor’s report.

For the road test this time, Guy Maylam
has supplied from his club archive, one
from 1976 pitching the SIMCA 1100 Pickup
against the Marina pickup, with the SIMCA
coming out quite favourably.

Mike Barclay who joined us relatively
recently, not currently owning a club car
but from a family who were serial owners
of them has a large collection of models
and has built a model dealership to house
many of them. He describes the model
and its inspiration on pages10 & 11

The CG ‘spider’ on the cover last time has
competed on the Corsican Historic Rally
since then. Jere Mille has sent me some
action photos from that.

On the Performance 1000 front also on 9t
November we again had 3 SIMCA Rallyes
out at a Blyton Trackday early November
to round off the season.

Colin Hill has tried to recall all the cars he
has owned over the years, not an easy
task from my own experience. He has
supplied a list as far as he can remember.

I've included a couple of advertisements
featuring cars from the range.

One point brought up at the AGM was
that our excellent website is underused.

www.simcatalbotclub.org

Please make use of it, particularly the
Members only forum section.

In my Editor’s report, | put forward ideas
for future articles. We cover a wide range
of vehicles, please let us know about
yours, with photos, whether it be original,
restored, barn find, somewhere in
between or even still a pile of parts.

Your editor with his Rallye 2, the only
SIMCA at the Rootes Archive event at
Gaydon in July...... 21t July in 2024...!!
Which we’ve decided will be our big
SIMCA, Talbot etc get together for 2024,
hoping for a huge turnout from our
members there..??

With this issue you’ll find your
club subscription form for 2024
which has been kept to the
2023 level... please try to
renew promptly making things
so much easier for us....... ED.

Wick Ward
Tel 01246 200045 / 07713111339

Email scukmick@aol.com

3 Classic & Restoration Show at NEC 22 to 24th March 2024 We're there
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Simca Club UK - www.simcatalbotclub.org Directory

Reformed by Bob Friendship in 1980 as the Simca Aronde Owners Register, later the Simca Owners Register
Now also incorporating the Talbot (1979-1986) Owners’ Register

Committee and technical advisors

President & Aronde Advisor - Dick Husband 07785 595221 (09.00 to 19.00) angel.motors.wales@gmail.com
Unit 5, Spring Gardens Ind Estate, Whitland, Carmarthen, SA34 0HZ

Vice President, Archivist, Vedette Advisor & Events - Guy Maylam 01892 538598(Mon-Sat 18.00 to 21.00)
guymaylam@aol.com 67 Longmeads, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 0AU

Membership Secretary - Daniel Husband 07904341819 (Mon -Fri 5 -8pm) but prefer contact by email
simca.talbot.uk@gmail.com 2 Lower Garthmyl, Garthmyl, Montgomery, Powys, SY15 2RP

Secretary-& Samba Advisor - David Chapman 01737 765331  dn_chapman@tiscali.co.uk
18 Cavendish Gardens, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 4AQ (Mon-Sun 6pm to 8.30pm)

Treasurer & 13/1501 Advisor - Edward Martley 01295 255173 emartley@talktalk.net
8 Rye Close, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 1XG

Auditor .... David Chapman, See contact details above.

Magazine Editor, Press Officer, Competition/Modifications Advisor - Mick Ward 01246 200045
scukmick@aol.com 96 Newbold Back Lane, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S40 4HQ
Associate Editors - Kevin & Lesley Ward — for contact details see below

1100/1204 & Matra Bagheera Advisor — Kevin Ward 01246 278508 (prefer contact by email on)
kev.ward1204@btinternet.com 11 Belfit Drive, Wingerworth, Chesterfield S42 6UP

MATRA cars other than Bagheera Advisor - Clive Nelson 07836 537638 clive@automatra.co.uk
4 Maplewood Close, Larchwood, Totton, Hants SO40 8WH

Chrysler 180 & 2 Litre & 1300/1500 Advisor - Stuart Wade - 01622 532057 but prefer email contact on
V8stu@aol.com Forge Stones, Heath Road, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, ME17 4HS

Alpine/Solara/Tagora & Horizon Advisor - Colin Hill - 01473 737325/Mobile 07510180574 colihill@hotmail.com
Ye Olde Mill Cottage, Dallinghoo Road, Bredfield, Woodbridge, IP13 6BD

1000, Rallye & 1000/1200S Coupe Advisor - Phil Hart - 01733 242242 philhartsr3@talk21.com 10 Rectory Way,
Stilton, Peterborough, PE7 3XS

Sunbeam & Lotus Advisor - Marcus Maylam - 07771 591366 marcus.maylam@btinternet.com

79 Culm Lea, Stoneyford, Cullompton, Devon EX15 1NJ

Website simcatalbotwebmaster@outlook.com Laura.

MATRA Club contacts Editors Of MATRA magazine ..... Kevin & Lesley Ward see contact details above
4 All the above were re-elected at our 2023 AGM........

The views expressed in articles or letters in L’Aronde are not necessarily the views of the committee of Simca Club UK No responsibility will
be accepted for loss, damage or injury arising in the consequence of anyone acting on information contained in this publication
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Services, parts suppliers and Sales& Wants

Angel Motors............ Dick Husband is
now at Unit 5, Spring Gardens Industrial Estate,
Whitland, Carmarthen, SA34 OHZ. He will
increasingly be able to supply spares without the
distraction of running the MoT and garage part
of his business which he has discontinued.

angel.motors.wales@gmail.com 07785 595221

TALBOT........ Exhaust systems / windscreens /
gear change rods /driveshafts /water pumps
/alternators / starters /service items plus many
bits you thought you couldn’t get again, and free
advice on these models...... Contact COLIN HILL
.............................. Horizon / Alpine /Solara spares
/servicing 01473 737325 or 07510180574
colihill@hotmail.com also for Talbot
stickers

GUY MAYLAM can supply new old stock parts for
most SIMCA, Talbot & Chrysler modeis..................
guymaylam@aol.com or tel. 07801 187131

KEVIN WARD can supply parts with particular
emphasis on MATRA-SIMCA Bagheera and
SIMCA 1100 items. Contact him on 01246
278508 or email kev.ward1204@btinternet.com

Phil Hart.......... PARTS FOR SALE

New SIMCA/Talbot 1294 engine blocks
complete with pistons for either fitment
to rear engined SIMCA 1000 or 1100/
Horizon etc Fwd applications.

New SIMCA/Talbot 1294 and 1118 half
engines, Genuine new old stock mostly
in original packing on pallets, various
types available.

New Crankshafts, pistons etc for
various engines.

SIMCA 1000 lower door skins for all
doors. Good quality and fit.. £28 each.
Email philhartsr3@talk21.com , or phone
07949 440 721 Phil also has a stock of
13/1501 parts contact him for more

5 free advertising for members in the pages of L’Aronde....... Ed
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Forthcoming Events for 2024.................

Practical Classics Classic & Restoration Show, NEC Birmingham, 22 to
24th March. We’ll be there along with our friends from the MATRA Club. See advert on next
page giving Club Members’ discount code for tickets.

Up to 3 SIMCA Rallyes in action at Trackdays. Blyton Park circuit near

Gainsborough Lincs. 2024 dates are Thursdays 14" March, 16" May, 11* July and 19* Sept
with a possible extra one on 7" November. More info from Mick Ward.

Here in Derbyshire... A Classic Car show is planned at the Ecclesbourne
Railway at Wirksworth on Sunday 12th May. More details to follow.

Also, if in the Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, S. Yorkshire area in your classic, Parking is free for
classics on Mondays 09.00 to 16.00ish in the New Square area of the Market here in Chesterfield
Every Monday except Bank Holidays.

Rootes Heritage Day at British Motor Museum Gaydon. Sunday 21st July.
As decided at the recent AGM, we hope to make this our big club get together of the year. Andy Bye
from the Rootes Archive Centre Trust will send us the advert for future issues with all the details.

See page 8 for Clive Forder’s idea for a club get together in the north East....................

Photos above: French Facebook friend Jere Mille in action recently on the Corsica Historic Rally
with his SIMCA-CG 548 ‘spider’, the open version of the lightweight coupe, the 548 | believe was its
weight in Kg. It runs a big bore N/A engine. | think I’'m correct in saying some of the cars originally
came with a supercharged version of the 1204 engine.

6 Please let us know of any events local to you which may be of interest
to club members



The indoor show to start the season... Club members’ code S24CC838

SIMCA Club UK will be there with a selection of cars from the range......



Cars and parts for sale and wanted and forthcoming events extra......

MATRA Bagheera
steering wheel, May
need recovering. Will
post, located in South
Kent close to M25
Junction 4 Contact
Mark on 07777628892

Dick Husband, our club
president is having to
reduce his collection of
spares and cars to cut
down storage costs. He
could just have that elusive
part for your SIMCA,
MATRA or Talbot. Contact
him via his advert on page
5. Part numbers would
help him in locating parts
but ask anyway. He also
has cars including very rare
in the UK SIMCA Oceane
convertible and Aronde
Grand Large pillarless
coupe

Horizon for sale??? let

Leon Shackleford know on
leonshackleford@hotmail.com

Liverpool member Clive Forder has suggested this event may be
of interest to some of our members in his neck of the wood and
elsewhere... It’s the Ocean sprint 14" September Southport on
Saturday 14" Sept and the ‘Classic & Speed Show ‘ on Sunday
15, The sprint is open only to MS UK competition licence
holders and cars to MS UK Speed and Invited classes and is run
on a 2km long track on a closed section of the Marine Drive,
The show on the following day is in the Southport Victoria Park
Arena display space followed by a Grand Parade through
closed roads in Southport town centre.

Clive has supplied the following information contact him on
tel 0151 525 5568 roligdag@gmail.com

8 Remember, advertising on this page free to members..................
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Classic & Specialist Insurance......

Stuart Moore writes..... Abbeyfields Insurance are an independent, family run insurance brokers
based at Halesowen, West Midlands.

Most of us have worked for other specialist brokers and have accumulated a wealth of knowledge in
the classic and specialist vehicle market, placing cover and in house indemnity.

Our team are very knowledgeable about products and know their cars as they are true enthusiasts.

Our ethos which is most valuable to us is excellent customer service and our policyholders have the
benefit of their own Private Client Manager, who will handle arranging of cover, any mid-term
adjustment and renewal. In the event of a claim, they will also be happy to assist you through this
process.

After previous experience working in a call centre environment, we firmly believe that is not the way
to look after customers. When you call Abbeyfields Insurance, you’ll get straight through to our
team. No waiting, no menu options, scripts, just simple conversation to help you get the cover you
require.

Our specialist vehicle policies are ideal for vehicles of all ages. Below are some of the benefits you
can expect to receive as standard

*Free agreed value for your classic and specialist vehicles *Club membership discounts- just
mention you’re a club member *Multi-vehicle policies — combine classics, daily drive, bikes and
much more on one policy * Private Client Manager to assist you with claims, enquiries and
adjustments during policy term *choice of repairer * 90 days free European travel included as
standard * competitive premiums Abbeyfields Insurance also have a dedicated and
experienced team who specialise in Commercial and liability products, general and high net worth
and prestige home insurance. They work in conjunction with our classic and multi-car team giving
Abbeyfields an extended offering of services.

9 opening Mon to Fri 9am to 5pm, tel 0121 550 2380 email info@abbeyfieldsinsurance.co.uk
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What's in my (model)garage...

by Mike Barclay

I'mnotan owner of afull-sized Chrysler/Simca/Talbotas yet,
but hope springs eternal! However, to compensate, | have a
ratherlarge collection of brochures and models instead.

The correct answer to the eternal question of "how My Simca collection
" —alovelySimca8
many more models and brochures do you need?! ison the way from

France rightnow!

is of course, "just one more!” Most of the 440 models
in my collection are 1:43 scale and | have most
marques you can think of, from Alfa to Zagato, but it
all started with my family’'s life-long Mopar obsession,
and for me, with a toy Corgi Hillman Imp given to me
when | was 3 years old.

As far back as | can remember, my family have driven
Chryslers. When | was growing up, we moved to
Newfoundland, Canada, and in late 1977 my dad
bought our first Chrysler, a New Yorker. It was magic —
and huge! At the same time, my grandfather over here
drove Alpines, and my aunt worked in the parts/service
department of the Chrysler dealership in Sunderland
(which may have been 'Dixon’s Chrysler’ but was
definitely ‘Priory Peugeot Talbot' by the time I'd moved
back to the UK in ‘84) — this all added to my fascination
with the brand that lasts to this day.

Grandfather’s 1st Alpine (R reg) M)IlI Chrysler .
collection - the

period correct

transporter is for
my dealership...

Grandfather’s 4th Alpine
(CY))

My Matra and
Talbot collection

1:24 180 I

JAOM ;AN

=)



To go with my models, I'm constructing a 1:43 scale
model dealership based on a Cantebury dealership
circa 1977 from photos | found online. I've never
made a model from scratch before, and certainly not
a building, so I'm learning as | go along — eg making
loads of errors and starting over again and again, but
I'm having a great time faffing-on with it!

I've been a graphic designer/commercial illustrator
for 33 years, so I'm able to use the designsoftware on
my Macs to draw and recreate signage, posters and to
plan the showroom layout.

There's a lot left to do before its finished, but I've got
the basic layout sorted. The next stage is to fix the
'light bleed” around the gaps in the removable roof,
then the plan is to add guttering, exterior lights for the
dealer signage, add some spray paint ‘weathering’, and
finally add a base with tarmac and grass etc. | need to
add a service department to replace my rough pencil
sketch, and | might even add desks for sales clerks...
this may, just may, be taking it too far!

I'm also using the software to illustrate a ‘'model
history’ from when Chrysler took a majority stake in
SIMCA, going all the way to the end of Talbot. I've
only recenlty started so progress is slow, but you'll get
the idea from the rough illustrations at the bottom of
the page. I'm planning on doing them as ‘blueprints’
but | may end up airbrushing them to show the body
contours and colours etc.

As for car brochures, they're the reason why | wanted
to be a designer in the first place! | can remember
gawking slack-jawed at the pages for hours at a time
as a child. My collection started, like with my models,
with those of family member’s cars... this has since
spiraled out of control as | try to get every model
‘Chrysler’ offered! The pictures on the right are just a
sample of what I've got in my Chrysler collection.

produced in Spain

T1958 T1963 T1964 T1967
Chrysler buys stake in Chrysler buys stake in Chrysler buys stake in Simca, Rootes Group Chrysler Europe sold
Simca Barreios S.A. Rootes Group and Barreiros merged to Peugeot to become
to create Chrysler
Europe




NEC Classic Motor Show November 2023....... Mick Ward

Our SIMCA Club UK stand featured what must
have been a first in the UK, a 1500 Estate and
a later 1501 side by side. At other shows, the
general public looking at other models in the
range seem to remember these estates
particularly fondly. Accompanying the Estates
was Julian Pearson’s newly restored now rare
3 door SIMCA 1100. The later Talbot badged
cars were represented by Andrew Lunt’s
Talbot MATRA Murena 2.2, the subject of his
rebuild articles in previous issues of LAronde,
with more to follow next time.

Next to our stand was the MATRA Club who
displayed early and late versions of their 3
seater sportscars with an early Series 1
Bagheera and a Murena from the ‘80s.

Visitor numbers were reported to be back to
close to pre covid levels. There was
considerable interest in the cars. One visitor
to the stand was describing the 1301 he was
working on and we launched into full
recruitment mode, until he said it was a car he
was restoring for a customer.. turning out to
be our Treasurer Edward Martley’s car which
has been in the family from new.

| didn’t get round as much of the show as |
intended... too busy talking SIMCA, MATRA &
Talbot.... But have included photos | took
there.

We will be at the next NEC Show, the Practical
Classics Classic & Restoration Show in March
22 to 24" next year, see ad in this issue for
member ticket discount code,

Thanks are due to Guy Maylam, Stuart Wade,
Julian Pearson, Paul Anderson and Andrew
Lunt for setting up and manning the stand as
well as supplying the cars. | intended to get a
photo of the group but couldn’t get them all
together at any given time.

The National Microcar Rally stand featured
two cars from our member Grant Kearney, no
not his Talbots but two of the tiny Peel cars,
one of which can be seen in next photo...

12

Frisky and below FIAT 500 based Gamine

Andrew Lunt with his Murena.



NEC Classic Motor Show .... November 2023 Mick Ward

Early and later 1500/1501 dash layout.

Greig Dalgleish’s Series 1 Bagheera.

and some other vehicles that caught my eye
around the show..................

13



A wide range of engine/driveline layouts available back then........

14



SIMCA Club UK AGM ... Longford House Cannock...... 28/10/23

President Dick Husband welcomed
those present, noting the excellent
turn out for a club of our size,
especially considering recent flooding
around the country.

Present were..... Mick Ward, Nick
Retallick, Tony Bennett, Debra
Bannett, Lesley Ward, Kev Ward, Clive
Forder, Tim Martin, Clive Nelson, Steve
Wood, Daniel Husband, Stuart Wade,
Guy Maylam, David Chapman, Richard
Husband and Edward Martley.

Apologies were received from........ Cornel
Baxendale, Grant Kearney, Pam & John
Henderson, Colin Hill, Bob Friendship, Marcus
Maylam & Kim Spooner, Andrew Thacker, Clive
Milner, , Jennie Nicholls, David & Lillian Wells,
Michael Whitworth, Robert & Kary Taylor, Jill
& Phil Ewan.

Daniel Husband, Membership secretary
reported.... Membership currently stands at
88 main members with 27 at the same
address... this shows a slight decrease from 94
main members the previous year but holding
up quite well set against a background of
various club folding recently. We’ve also had
a few enquiries about membership with some
resulting in new members.

Mick Ward, Magazine Editor...... My full report
can be seen elsewhere in this issue. After
editing LAronde since '97 | still enjoy it but
now find stuffing all the envelopes etc myself
a bit wearing. Lesley Ward suggested | could
get our printer to do this and send them out
direct as he did during Covid. Meeting agreed
to accept this and I'd look into the cost.
Edward could supply a list of addresses for
those receiving just a postal copy of LAronde
and that plus PDF to send to Trevor at Red
Design & Print Ltd for him to post the copies
out.

Edward Martley, Our treasurer submitted the
accounts for the previous Year noting cash
reserves were down by about £200 from the
previous and | can supply those accounts to
members. not at the AGM by email who wish

to see them. Edward said he didn’t propose
to raise the current level of subscription foe
Hard copy, PDF or both this year for 2024s.
However, in view of increased postal costs an
increase may be necessary next year.

The subject of window stickers promoting the
Club came up. Mick Ward said various
members had asked about them and he’d
realised we had run out. A quote from our
printer who’d done them previously seemed
quite expensive which he explained was in line
with the rise in anything plastic based. It was
suggested any new member should receive
one free as part of their introductory pack.
The meeting agreed we should have stickers
available and Mick would explore alternative
quotes.

Election of Committee Members.....

Dick Husband said he felt he’d done very little
as President recently and looked towards a
member who'd replace him. There were no
offers and the meeting agreed that he
continued which he agreed to do for another
year.

Tony Bennett proposed that all committee
members were re-elected en masse. This was
agreed unanimously.

Events for the coming year........ It was noted
that last year’s idea of Northern and Southern
meetings for our main event was a miserable
failure with zero SIMCA-Talbot attendance at
either. | (Mick Ward) proposed we made the
Rootes archive event at Gaydon on Sunday
21t July our big 2024 get together.. | attended
this event this year in the only SIMCA there
and was impressed by venue and organisation
with loads of cars on display, a good
autojumble and the facilities of the museum.
I'd run the idea past the committee who were
very much in favour and the meeting accepted
the idea.

Questions were asked about accommodation
nearby for those staying over. Edward
Martley who hails from nearby Banbury said
there was a Premier Inn just 8 miles or so
away in that area.

Clive Nelson noted that they plannedto 15



SIMCA Club UK AGM ... Longford House Cannock...... 28/10/23

have their AGM weekend in the area around
Gaydon during September visiting the Gaydon
Museum on one of the days for the meeting
with a room being available. A suggestion
was made that this could be an idea for us to
have an AGM earlier in the season. This did
not find favour as members there felt our
traditional October AGM date always attracts
a good turnout. Kev Ward also pointed out
that an AGM at Gaydon would not be
attractive to those just there for the meeting
having to pay the museum entry.

Beaulieu ‘Simply French’ event where there
was a MATRA/SIMCA area booked attracted
MATRA owners this year but no SIMCA/Talbot
ones. Clive Nelson would again book a joint
area but currently a date for the 2024 event is
still to be announced.

Dick Husband asked if there was any
information yet on the International SIMCA,
MATRA, Talbot meeting for 2024 which is
supposed to be being held in the Czech
Republic. None seems to be out yet but will
be published in LAronde asap when available.

Other possible venues for get togethers were..

The Coal mining museum in Yorkshire and the
huge classic car meetings at the Humber
bridge in the late spring/summer months on
Fridays 3-4pm onwards.

We have our usual stand at the Classic Motor
Show at Birmingham’s NEC on 10 to 12"
November and we are there again in March
for the Classic & Restoration Show on 22" to
24™ March 2024. Our stand will be next to
our friends from the MATRA Club on both
occasions. Club members’ discount ticket
code on page 7 of this issue.

Members are urged to let me (Mick Ward)
know about meets local to them which may
be of interest to other members, so | can
publicise them in LAronde.

Advertising possible get togethers is made
easier by an email shot of all members as
Stuart Wade found when appealing for
replacement cars for our November NEC
stand. That brought immediate replies.

Laura, Stuart’s sister runs our website and has
access to members’ emails to achieve this. |
was reminded to add Laura to the Directory in
LAronde as
simcatalbotwebmaster@outlook.com which
is now done in this issue.

Stuart Wade mentioned that the website is
currently underused and encouraged
members to make more use of the ‘members
only’ section.

The Facebook group no has 4,700 members
and is well used, Stuart mentioning that, as an
admin, he has to watch out for scam or
inappropriate material being posted and
works hard to remove that.

Dick Husband introduced the subject of spares
availability. He said there’s a large element of
‘buyer beware’. Often parts on Ebay etc are
poorly described re. fitting and condition.
NOS description often misleading for parts
new 30/40 years ago but badly stored since.
Parts are still turning up but, in my own
experience, some of my past suppliers of ‘job
lots’ are retiring or, in a few cases, have
passed away.

On the services page of LAronde various
members have parts available, in some cases
remanufactured bushes by 3D printing.

Dick warned abut scams involving parts and
car buying, with ‘crooks’ wanting payment or
deposits up front for items that don’t exist.
Dick ended by noting that some prices are
inflated by sellers believing ‘If it’s old, it must
be worth big money’.....

Any Other Business..... Edward
Martley mentioned the Rootes Archive at
Roxton. They had rescued larger amounts of
material from Ryton when it closed and
among the Rootes/Chrysler UK drawings and
advertising material there was a surprising
amount of SIMCA, Talbot and Peugeot stuff.
Edward is currently working with them
working through putting it on line.

The meeting finished around 7.30 pm and
many of us stayed for a meal afterwards.
16
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Editor’s report SIMCA Club UK AGM 28th October 2023 ........

From the recent AGM.... I'm now back on track for 6 issues for this year after the
previous issue was delayed by my own IT problems. Issue 5 of L'Aronde had gone out
to members over the last week or so..... Apologies to those whose articles/photos
haven’t appeared. They may have been among the files | lost in the above.... | must be
more careful in backing up everything.

Thanks to members who have supplied material for magazines this year including Guy Maylam, Colin
Hill, Clive Milner, Alexis Zaregradsky, Chris Tooze, David Chapman, Kev Ward, Clive Nelson, Julian
Pearson, Andrew Lunt and Nick Retallick plus Former member Phil White and facebook contacts
Henk De Jong and Jere Mille to mention just two. New members please introduce yourselves...!!!

As for material to cover the whole wide SIMCA, MATRA, Talbot range, | can always produce stuff on
the rear engined SIMCAs, MATRAs and the 1100 range from experience and the large amount of
published material, brochures etc I've collected. I’'m always on the lookout for material on the later
Talbot badged cars... I've owned Alpines, Horizons and Sambas in the past but they’ve usually been
donors for parts for racing and restoration projects involving 1000s, 1100s and Bagheeras. Please
let’s have news on your cars, projects, barn finds etc. The same goes for the earlier SIMCAs, Aronde,
13/1500 and '01 and even the immediately pre and post WW2 SIMCA/FIAT models. One of our
members even has a 1920s UNIC, a brand that was linked with Chrysler/SIMCA during the years they
were building heavy goods vehicles | believe.

As for ideas for articles.... In the previous LAronde I've suggested one on ‘my very first car’.. whether
it was a ‘Club’ model or whatever? Also ‘Cars | wish I'd never sold’.... I've described three of mine

on that page.

Club members’ cars keep appearing in National magazines and I'll reprint the articles, or parts of
them in 'Aronde with the appropriate permission/acknowledgements of course.

If you’ve undertaken an epic, or otherwise, journey in a club car please let us know. Also please let
us know your tips on modifications/alternative parts for reliability or performance.

Then there’s the use of SIMCA, MATRA, Talbot parts in alternative uses. This winter should see my
Ransomes mini crawler tractor up and running with its Talbot 1100 pickup engine transplant.

Of course, on a personal level, anything connected with club cars in Motorsport is always welcome
for the pages of LAronde.

Period photos, from the earlier days of our club or from any time in the long history of the marques
are welcome for future issues.

I've probably suggested a ‘letters/emails page’ before. Please let us Know your thoughts, critcisms,
encouragement etc.

I’'ve now been editing LAronde since 1997 and still enjoy doing it although stuffing and stamping all
the envelopes gets a bit wearing, so If the Club want me to continue I’'m quite happy to ....... Now

at 76, I'd hope that there is a ‘youngster’ out there ready to take over the editorship eventually. ,

Mick Ward , Editor, competition & modifications advisor & press officer etc October 2023
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Colin Hill’s Motoring History.....................

Talbot Solara Rapier
Current restoration projectis ...... an MG Midget 1500
| feel sure I've missed out a few, they might suddenly come to mind, or I'll find pictures

Colin Hill

18 Can you remember every vehicle you’'ve owned????........cccoiiiiiiennn...



Club cars out and about........

At Blyton Park Trackday 9" Nov Mick Ward, Phil Hart & Jim Woodstock in SIMCAs

Colin Hill’s Horizon Pullman at local show causing more interest than its neighbours

Our SIMCAs in action at Blyton Park Circuit. Photos of your club car(s) always
welcome for future issue. They could even make the front cover of LAronde Ed.

Please let us have your ‘what’s in my garage articles, ‘My First ever car’, ‘Car(s) | never

should have sold ‘.. Club car parts put to other uses etc articles for future issues of
L'’Aronde,........ ED

19



TRUCK magazine compares SIMCA and Marina pickups in '76.....
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TRUCK magazine compares SIMCA and Marina pickups in '76.....
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TRUCK magazine compares SIMCA and Marina pickups in '76.....
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TRUCK magazine compares SIMCA and Marina pickups in '76.....
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...... 1100 Pickups owned by club members.................... mick ward

Steve Porter’s Rallye 1 bought from Neville
Knight which he fondly remembers......

Bob Bayliss’s and Nick Retallick’s

and mine..... 3 so far badged Talbot

New Member Tony Rabicano has this Chrysler
180. His first ‘challenge’ is the exhaust which

he says is ‘well past it’ .. can anyone help??
and Guy & Stuart’s DODGE badged p/u . y P : P

more photos to follow....

25 The club covers a wide range of models... Photos of yours please Ed.



Early SIMCA 1500 advertising.......

26 Remember our website on www.simcatalbotclub.org



http://www.simcatalbotclub.org/
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